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City, AFCSME ink two-year pact

By Kate Gluck
Correspandarnt

FAIRVIEW PARK — Mayor Eileen Pat-
ton and representatives from the
American Federation of State, County
and Municipal Emplovees signed a
two-yoar union contact for the city's
service department emplovees on
Monday. The contract 15 retrosctive to
Jan. 1.

Uncertainty about where the econ-
omy 18 headed and & desire to be fis-
cally responsible and keep peaple em-
ploved were driving factors in the
negotintions, sald city officials.

“The mayoer's number one goal
when we started the negobations was
to not put the city in & position where
we would need to do layolls,” said Bill
MeGinty, assistant law director, who
handled the negatiations for the city,

A5 such, the city wok a hard look at
all sources of revenue and took eco-
nomic forecasts into acoount.

The resulting contract includes & 2
percemt pay raize in the st vear and
& 1 percent hike in the second year.

"It was basically about job reten-
tion," said Patton. “"We wanted to
make sure that everyvone had a safe
secure job o mrive o each morning.”

Patton said that historically the

AFSCME contracts have been three-
vear pacts but this year, the uncertain
econamic forecast resulted in the
shorler contract.

The length of the contract was not
the only difference from previous pro-
coedings. Patton said she chose to
keep the nepotiations in house and
gave MeGinty an opportunity that he
gaid he couldn’t turn dowmn.

52 PACT, A4
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Jerry Luce of Avon stands behind the counter at one of the five Robeks he owns. The store, induding this West-
gate shopplng cenber bacation, sells smoothies and healthy exts,

Robeks owners enjoying switch
from work in corporate world

By Sara Macho
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It all started with one slurp of a Mahalo

Mango,

It was February 2006 and Avon resident
Jerry Loce joined several costomers wailing

his 18-month-old twin boys, and wife, Dawn,

hardly recognized him.

“I realized that was not right and hegan

Inoking into doing something different,”

"Luce

said. “My business partner and I looked at sub

in line at Robeks, a fruit smaoothie shop.

Luece had recently returned from a Califor-
nia business trip and was in need of B career
change, His work in corporate marketing and

advertising had demanded so much time that

shops, pizza and a bunch of different things,
One day, my partner suggested smoothies.”

The proposition threw Luce for a Loop.

“I told him, "What sre you crazy? Smoothics?
Ohio? Four good months a year®'" Luce

See RDBEKS, A

Charter Review panel makes
recommendations for ballot

By Kate Gluck
Correspondent

FAIRVIEW PARK — NMonths of
work by the city's Charter Ee-
view Commission led to rec-
ommendations for a total of 10
amendments to the charter.

Monday night, council re-
viewed these recommenda-
tipns in the presence of four
members of the commisslon,
Law Director Sara Fagnilli
and Mayor Eileen Patton.

After discussion, it was de-
cided to remove one recom-
mendation entirely, return
ane to committee for further
dizcussion and move forward
with legislation on each of the
ather eight,

Currently, the mayor is re-
quired to sit on the Planning
and Design Commission. At
the mayor's suggestion, the
charter commission looked
into whether or not she could
appoint spomeane to serve in

Council to pick replacement
for Kilbane's seat on Monday

By Kate Gluck
Correspondent

FAIRVIEW PARK — Ninc can-
didates are hoping to fill the
Ward 5 City Council seat that
was vacated last month when
former council president
James Robatin resigned and
Ward 5 Councilman Mike Kil-
bane was chosen to replace
him as president.

The seat will be filled at
Monday night's regular coun-
cil meeting. When appointed,
the new council member will
gerve until Dee. 31, which is
the end of Kilbane's term.

April 23 was the deadline
for potential candidates to
enbmit resumes, including
emiplovment hiztary and civie

invalvement.

Those who applied are
James Darcy, Sandra Daven-
port, Baymond Hammerle,
Thomas “Pete” Matia, Rich-
ard Rasbitsky, Cindy Roth, Al
Buttle, Eobert Tischler Jr. and
Donald Wiese. They were in-
terviewed by council mem-
bers Tuesday night,

The candidates bring var-
ied expertise and experience
tor bring to the table,

Darcy is a member of the
Planning and Design Commis-
sion. Davenpart is an attorney
and project manager. Ham-
merle is a retired barber with
a history of civic involvement.
Matia 15 a retired UPS driver,
Rasbitsky is an application

See PICK, A3

her place. A recommendation
to that effect was proposed,

After considering all an-
gles, however, Patton, council
and the members of the com-
mittees present agrecd that it
waa beat if the mayor was re-
gquired i be a voling member
of the Planning and Design
Commissicn, a0 the recom-
mendalion was removed from
consideration.

“I had mixed feelings aboat

See PANEL, A3

‘Fabfinds’ draw
shoppers to
Great Northern

By Sara Macha
smecholsunnews,.com

NORTH OLMSTED — It was
the perfect day for Shannon
Peirce to visit Westfield Great
Northern.

Being new to Mortheast
Cthio, the Berea resident had
never shopped the mall, and
was lucky to vigit the day
Westfield execs debuted the
“fabfinds” money-saving pro-

Eram.

On April 23, shoppers like
Peirce were greeted by a con-
cierge who passed out the
firat of a weekly brochure fea-
tiring the best retailer sales,
The brochure will ke updated
each Thursday, and shoppers
can collect one at various dis-
plays, or see a digital version
al westfield. com/
greatnorthern.

See SHOPPERS, A3

Morth Obmsted resbdent Donna Smeal was named the 2009 Citizen of the
Year. The Community Council recognized her April 23 at its annual award

dinner.

Citizen of Year planned
her own awards event

By Sara Macho
sochafEunnews. com

Donna Smeal has chaired
the anmual North Olmsted Cin-
izen of the Year dinner for
vears, and on April 23, she un-
knowingly planned her own
award ceremaony.

Community Council
awarded Smeal the Citizen of
the Year award at ats 55th an-
niversary ceremony, held at
the Morth Olimsted Party Cen-
ler,

smeal's list of accomplish-
ments includes volunteer
work for numerous city and
stale organizations and insti-
tutions.

“Helping people is always
rewarding, but it is also aboat
gelting to know the peopls in-
vaolved in your community,”
Smeal said, “It helps you to
feel like you are part of the
commumnity."

Serving as an umbrella or-
ganization for all city service

Sea CITIZEM, A4
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Dezens of youngsters from 5t, Angela Meric School in Fairview Park hit the road — literally — last Saturday for
the feurth anmual 5K and fun run events, For story and more photos, see page Bl



