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Upcoming Events
Blessing of Animald.0/4 @
11:30 am

Class Mass, Grades 2,& 3
10/7 @ 8:30 am

Writing Proficiency
Baseline TesGrades 3, 5,
7, &8, 10/7

Grade 2 Parent Meeting,
10/8 @7 pm

Class Mass, Grades 7 ,& 8
10/9 @ 8:30 am

Junior High Dance (grades
7 & 8)10/10, 7 — 10 pm
Family Mass (Grades 5 & 6)
10/12 @ 11 am Mass

PTC Meetind0/14 @ 7 pm

Last Day for Summer
Uniforms, 10/15

Severance Hall, Grades 5 &
6, 10/16

All School Mass, 10/16 @
1:15 pm

Severance Hall, Grades 3 &
4,10/15

PTC Halloween Pariy0/17
First Eucharist Enrollment,
10/19 at both masses
Class Mass, Grade 5 & 6
10/21 @ 8:30 am

8h Grade Leadership
Retreat10/23

Market Day Pick Up and
Student Dress Dowh()/23
Picture Retakes and Class
Picture Dayl10/24

No School (Teacher Work
Day) 10/27

Did you know . . .

85 St. Angela students in
grades 2 thru 8 (20% of our
student body) meet the
eligibility criteria for gifted or

talented services.

(See article on page 2 for details.)

Dear St. Angela School Families,

As summer turns to fall and the leaves turn to brig  ht colors, it is
sometimes a challenge to see the new life around us during this
season of transition. During the bleak and chilly rainy days of fall, it is
important to see the brightness in the changing lea ves as a sign of a
new beginnings or new life that this season has to offer.

“Christ Lives in Me” is the perfect theme for this school year since our

school community is alive with many faith-filled ac tivities and new
academic programs. The message of Christ's message of hope and

new life is alive in the daily life of our communit  y. In this newsletter,
we see the hope of new life in many new beginnings for this year
including:

An UPDATED Gifted and Talented Program (page 2),
Captain’s Club begins for 2008-09 (page 3),
NEW! Reader’s Theater begins (page 4),

Latin Enrichment to begin in October (page 4), and

St. Angela’s selected again to compete in St. Edwar d’s
Classroom of Champions (page 4).

As a community of faith, we are called to be a livi ng community of
prayer, hope and faith to those who may be experien cing dark and
dreary events in their lives. Like the leaves of f all, it takes many
colorful leaves together to shine the hope of new | ife and change!

As always, my prayers are with you and our students
together as people of faith and hope. Please conti
families in need of our prayers, such as the Gaspa
journey together.

as we journey
nue to pray for
r family, during our

In Christ,

Mrs. Denise Modic Urban, M.A.Ed.
Principal
MrsUrban@SAMParish.org

P.S. Please plan on attending our parish’s GIFT Prog ram on October
27t and 28", This is a wonderful faith formation opportunity for all
members of the family. Hope to see you at GIFT!

Our mission is to provide an atmosphere for student s to grow in their Roman Catholic faith,

to achieve their academic potential, and to be of

service to others.



Focus on Student S upport Services
Serving our Gifted and Talented Students throughou r
Project Challenge and Academic Challenge Programs

Each child is created in the image of God and has b een blessed with many
gifts and talents in his or her own unique way. On e of our roles as Catholic Gifted and Talented
educators is to meet the unique learning needs of e ach child in order to Programs at a Glance
achieve their academic potential. St. Angela’'s Gif ted and Talented
Programs are services that we provide our students with exceptional Project Challenge
academic gifts and high achieving academic talents. Our program for gifted
students
Gifted and talented children learn differently beca use they have the ability o o
. . Qualifying Criteria
to absorb abstract concepts, organize them more eff ectively, and apply - —
them more appropriately. These differences will be the defining foundation 1. Superior Cognitive
e appropriately. _ =tining foundatior Ability: Full Scale I1Q of
for Project Challenge, Academic Challenge, along wi th inclusion

128 or higher based on

opportunities for the classroom. most recent CogAt, or

St. Angela Merici School offers two gifted and tale nted programs: Project 2. Exceptiqnal
Challenge and Academic Challenge. With the State o f Ohio’s revision in Academically Talented:
operating standards for gifted education, St. Angel a Merici School has ITBS scores of 99

. . percentile in two or more
revised and realigned our programs to:
content areas on most

Reflect Ohio’s revised standards, recent ITBS

Integrate current best-practices in gifted educatio n, Program Highlights
Grades 2 — 3: Meets

once a week during the

Provide separate support services for gifted studen ts and for
talented students in order to meet their specific a nd unique learning

needs. school day.
Grades 4 — 8 : Meets

Project Challenge is St. Angela’s gifted program for students who ha ve twice of week during the
demonstrated superior cognitive ability (full scale IQ of 128 or higher on the school day.
most recent CogAt) or exceptional academic talent ( 99t percentile in two
or more content areas on most recent ITBS). The Pr oject Challenge Program
includes both pull-out gifted classes (twice a week in grades 4 — 8, and once Academic Challenge
a week for grades 2 — 3) and enrichment in the regu lar education classroom. Our program for talented
Students in our gifted program will have an annual Gifted Written Education students

Plan (WEP) outlining the gifted services provided f  or the student. Oualifying Criteria

Academic Challenge __is St. Angela’s talented program for students who ~ have 95" percentile or higher in
demonstrated high academic achievement with ITBS sc ores at the 95t two or more core content
percentile or higher in two or more core content ac ademic areas on the areas on most recent ITBS
most recent ITBS. The Academic Challenge Program i  ncludes both pull-out o
talented classes (twice a month for grades 2 throug h 8) and other Program Highlights

Students in grades 2 -8 will

educational opportunities. meet twice a month.

Letters to parents of eligible students were sento  ut this week.

Mrs. Cathy Brady is St. Angela’s Gifted Intervention Specialist and coordinates both the Project Challenge and
Academic Challenge programs. Mrs. Brady received h er Bachelor of Science in Education from Cleveland
State University and is currently pursuing her Mast ers of Education in Curriculum and Instruction spec ializing in
Gifted Education. “It is my goal to enrich the education of all the s tudents through events and activities
designed to provide them with a variety of challeng ing and creative thinking experiences,” states Mrs. Brady.




Batter Up . . .
Captain’s Club Accelerated Reading Program

Begins

The Accelerated Reader Captains Club is one of the
at St. Angela Merici School. The goal of the progr am is to promote
independent reading of our students while increasin g reading
comprehension skills and overall reading skills. A ccording to the
Institute of Education Sciences, best practice rese arch demonstrates
that overall reading achievement increases on avera ge of 17
percentile points for students participating in Acc elerated Reader
Programs (Source: What Works Clearinghouse).

Literacy Programs

Students read books and take computerized comprehen sion tests in
order to earn and collect points towards reward cer tificates. At the
end of the program in May, the grade with the highe st percentage of earned points to goal points, alon g
with the top ten readers, will earn the Grand Prize of a field trip to a Lake County Captain’s basebal I
game.

To participate, all your child needs to to is READ
Appointment. Wondering which books are eligible fo
the Fairview Park Public Library. A special thanks
our Captains’Club Program.

and sign-up in the morning to receive an AR Test
r AR? Check out the the book title list on Edline or at
to Mrs. Judy Zell, our Media Specialist, who coord inates

The Captain’s Club Accelerated Reader point require ments for each grade level are:

Grade Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5
1 3 6 9 12 24
2 8 16 24 32 64
3 14 28 42 56 112
4 20 40 60 80 160
5 26 52 78 104 208
6,7,&8 40 80 120 160 320
Students who have qualified for Captains’ Club to d ate include:
Level 1
% Sam Watters
Nora McCool Alex Moon
Elizabeth Wayne
Justin Sassano
Level 3 Amanda Sheehan
o~ Delaney Famiano
MO”y McCool Katie McCourt

Julia Reyes
Lydia Hanicak
Tom Papotto
Nichole Slater
Greg Jakubisin

John Tanis

Taylor Ewashinka

Congratulations to our newest members of the Captai ns Club!




Formula for Fluency
Reading + Dramatics = Reader’s Theater (NEW!)

Reader’s Theater began this week for students in gr ~ ades 1 — 6 under the direction of
Mrs. Elaine Volpi. Students in kindergarten will pa rticipate beginning second
semester. During each class’ assigned Reader's The ater time, students in small
groups will participate in this new program as part of the Language Arts curriculum.
Although Mrs. Volpi will coordinate and teach Reade r's Theatre, students’
participation will be included with their regular r eading grade.

What is Reader’'s Theater? Reader’s Theater, an oral performance of a script based
on authentic literature, is a best-practice strateg y to develop reading fluency. The ability to read fluently — that is to
read with accuracy, speed and proper expression — c an assist in the development of a student's reading

comprehension. In Reader's Theater, meaning is con veyed through expression and intonation—students ne ed to
interpret the script instead of memorizing it, thus helping with comprehension as well as fluency. Re peated readings,
or rehearsals, helps students build fluency in a na tural and authentic manner. Reader's Theater can a ssist an
elementary student’s development of reading_; inacr eative and g_;enuine way.

Latin St. Angela’s is privileged to offer an optional Lat in Enrichment for students in grades 5 — 8
Enrichment beginning Monday, October 13 1. Mrs. Judy Narus will teach students in grades 5 and 6 and Mr.
Paul Nemec will teach students in grades 7 and 8 on Monday'’s during the school day throughout
(grades 5 - 8) the school year. This is an excellent opportunity f  or our students to begin the early study of Latin
since St. Angela Merici School is one of the few Ca  tholic elementary schools in the area to offer
this special enrichment program. Parents of studen ts in grades 5 — 8 were sent a letter of
invitation. Benefits of learning Latin include:
strengthens basic English skills in vocabulary and  reading comprehension

focuses on grammar which leads to improved English writing and communication
increases cultural awareness and makes cultural con nections

encourages critical thinking and comparative analys is

increases student learning and achievement on stand ardized tests

nce again, St. Angela Merici School was selected t o participate in St. Edward High School’s
Classroom o O in, St. Angela Merici School | d ici in St. Edward High School’
Champions Classroom of Champions on October 8 . Team members are Taylor Ewashinka, Adam Jones and

T Brendan Palker , and alternates are  Megan Coyne, Greg Jakubisin and Brian Patton . A special
€aM  thanks to Mrs. Bonnie Molchan and Miss Colleen Rand azzo for moderating our team of
champions.
Reminders - Each teacher's email address is listed on their Edl  ine page. In addition, all staff members
and Such email addresses are listed on the faculty page with in the “under construction” St. Angela

School Website (go to the parish website at www.samparish.org _ and follow the links to the
school). Just for your information, Mrs. Kathleen Harding’s (our school secretary) email
address is school@samparish.org

As a reminder, only lunches, medication, or glasses will be delivered to students during the
school day after October 1  st. The philosophy behind this policy is to encourag e responsibility
in our students. Although this may be difficult fo r you and/or your child, please know that this

is in the best interest for your child’s growing re  sponsibility.
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Students in Mrs. Trapp’s Visual Art classdesateto
Students in Miss Pfatifgrade Social Studies class J Giuseppe Archimboldo portraits using imagesanéifrig
prepare scenery for their Community Plays &&d o vegetables.




